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_ 2026 General Assembly:
Listening Beyond Ourselves

Commissioners, guests and staff at the 2026 General Assembly of The Presbyterian Church in Canada.

through a full agenda of reporfsistice and neighbourly care.

The General Assembly is the highest decision-making body of The Presbyterian Church in fggBafldendations and decisions.

attended by an equal number of ministers and elders who are commissioned by presbyteries. A searing image

General Assembly takes place annually, and the Assembly votes on matters of theology amtpaidhical and interfaith  of red ribbons

that affect the denomination. The Assembly receives, discusses and makes decisions on ¢gerats: A church connected One of the most striking images
from committees, petitions, overtures, references and appeals. Some issues require study@&s borders of the week came from Indig
several years. The General Assembly elects a moderator—a minister or elder—who presidpseoxssembly welcomed ecumegnous leader Jim Bear Jacobs,
the Assembly and continues in an inspirational and ceremonial role until the next year's gathgmagtners and interfaith visitosho connected contemporary

whose greetings reflected decadesmigration enforcement in-Min

By Callie Long, Communicationsrophone on the Assembly floanenical partners and practitionf shared ministry and mutual reeapolis to the historic legacy of
At times, they came from guestss on the front lines of missicspect. They were reminders théie Doctrine of Discovery.

The most compelling converswho asked commissioners nathared stories that broadend&thnadian Presbyterians belong t®escribing the thousands of red

tions at the 151st General Assetn debate but to listen. Over failme Assembly’s understanding afglobal Christian family navigatirigbons tied to the fence around

bly did not always happen at-a ngiays, Indigenous leaders, -ecGod’s work in the world. Theinany of the same questions—ah ICE detention centre in the

The Toronto Vaughan Korean Church Choir at opening worship.

presentations threaded quieflystice, identity, stability and faitbity—one for each detained- per
throughout the week, remindirfigl presence—in vastly differesbn—Jacobs saw them as & vis
commissioners that discernmenontexts. The testimonies weilgle sign of presence and lament,
begins with paying attention smmetimes unsettling, yet alwagsid urged commissioners te rec
voices beyond our own and eencouraging. Central to the -premgnize a moral responsibility and
couraging us to listen beyonehtations was a shared convictigtand in solidarity with those ren
ourselves and engage motbhat every person bears the imdered invisible or forgotten.
broadly in ministry. This unfoldedje of God. Far from abstract, thiShe image lingered long after
as the Assembly, meeting at YdHeological claim carries practidais presentation.

University in Toronto, Ont., movidplications for public witness, Continued on page 4
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MESSAGE FROM THE MODERATOR

Hope and Possibility Continue

making soup. These food don
tions are included in their mont
luncheon for locals who are foq
insecure. A church can no long
provide an after-school progra
and now sends 10 kids to a I
cal Presbyterian summer cam
A congregation has fewer peoy
on a Sunday morning, but duri
the week it is buzzing as a €0
munity hub with kids, youth a
adults of all ages. Worship is €
riched by a choral group in whig
members opt in and out, depe
ing on the time of year, and th
sing occasionally and for spec
By the Rev. Lara Scholey seasons, depending on peopld

availability. As they are sho
“O Breath of life, come sweepingrm commitments, communif
through us; revive your church members who take voice-le
with life and power... kindle the sons in the building, and who ju%
flame of love among us, and fitlike to sing, sometimes join the
your church to meet this hour.” group. Churches are realizing thiaes. They were articulate andAs | continue this moderato Friends, we have much to offer,

ung Adult Representatives at the 2026 General Assembly.

Book of Praise #384, through partnership and in beieggaged, creating thoughtfl meal year, | hope to hear motmit it may require us to be vulner
portions v.1, 4 flexible, we are enabled by Godisns and amendments after lostpries of challenge, yes, buaible, as we seek to do justice,

grace, to do so much more thatiscussions about Al and MAIBIso stories of hope. There is have kindness and walk humbly
Yeast growing in bread dough thveg are able to do on our own. among other topics. moment of hope too small fawith our God. May we steward

will nourish, a tiny mustard seedHope and possibility continue,In addition to carrying out ththe God known to us in Jesusell our many gifts of talents,
growing into a bush offering shetith God’s help, as we seek teork of the church, the power @fho met, healed and restored twoney, property and people-pow
ter, dry bones that live becomimg faithful ithistime and ithis coming together at General ASoOmmunity one person at a timet, and may we see abundance
an unexpected, vibrant commumplace, and with the resources vgembly is that we learn from othele served in a time of occupaather than scarcity. In particular,

ty—hope and possibility is founigave irthismoment. churches, specialized ministrieson and darkness for peopleur communities of faith have
in Presbyterian churches acrossAt General Assembly, | wasders and ministers. We alséet, he lifted up a mustard sedsken generously entrusted with
Canada. so encouraged by the Yourngarn from ecumenical visitorgdescribed the effects of yeagbeople ready to serve, given to us

A congregation partners withdult Representative (YARS) amad we learn about the many nenderstood a prodigal son arxy the God who calls us into-min
community members who enjdpeological student representsources available to usinthe PGLaised a woman seeking origtry, even if it will look different
lost coin. In this new way of se¢han it did before.
ing the world, Jesus gave us aOne of my favourite parts
glimpse of how we may learn wf serving the church is when
value what God values, and h@emeone asks another person to
we may bring about God’s dreaserve in a new way, and that per
for the world. son blossoms, grows and enjoys

If we trust that God gives usharing their unique gifts with
what we need to be the churctheir community of faith.
here, now, what does that churchin Kitchen Table Wisdoau
look like? thor Rachel Naomi Remen writes,

At the end of June, | spent tifi@/hen you help, you see life as
with Presbyterian military chapveak. When you fix, you see life
lains from across the country-as broken. When you serve, you
reserve force and regular forceee life as whole.”

They carry out their ministry, pri We need helpers and fixers, but
marily of pastoral care and preBow may we support one another
ence, with one foot in the chur@nd enable one another to truly
and the other foot in the military asrve? Through all the challenge
they care for all. It is not the-easif this time, may we trust that the
est place to ask for help, and n8pirit moves—breathing life into
the easiest place to show vuln@ur church, and kindling the flame
ability. One of the many questioaElove.

we pondered in small groups was

this: “Where am | relying on eonsracious God,

petence to avoid vulnerability? Cat us look expectantly to a new
where am | relying on my oway, with new joys and new-pos

The Rev. Lara Scholey (second from left) was installed as Moderator of the 2026 General Assembly, pictur@ﬁﬂ&@WﬁhQR@rminaﬁon to avaibilities, as we seek to serve
2025 Moderator, the Rev. Jeffrey Murray (far right). vulnerability?” you. Amen.
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Al and the Non-consensual, & Connection

Presbyterian Connectias
a quarterly newspaper published

Exploitative Alteration of Images |t .

Managing Editor
Barb Summerg&ditor

T Thank you to all volunteer
Content warning: contributing writers.

discussion of sexual violence For questions and feedback, please

email connection@presbyterian.ca
Artificial Intelligence (Al) is quig or call 1-800-619-7301 ext. 243.
ly shaping the world and hum;
. SUBSCRIPTIONS

lives and relationships in wa ThePresbyterian Connection
we have not yet begun to und K newspaper is free of charge to
stand the depth and breadth Gemini Gro all members and friends of The
There are many ways in whig Presbyterian Church in Canada:
this is happening. The heat t For addre_ss changes, to sub_scrlbe or
unsubscribe, contact the national
Al data centres put out helps dr of ce or email subscriptions@
climate change; the water tho presbyterian.ca.
data centres consume is als
deeply troubling and significan
impacts ecosystems; concer
are being raised about what Al
doing to critical thinking (how re ' Claude Meta Al
ant are people becoming on hé
ing answers given to them inste
of processing information a
guestions themselves). The wa
in which Al can increase mis- a
dis-information is also becomi
more apparent; questions abd
how it learns and around priva
and whether it is too sycophan
are all also pressing. Increasing
it is being used to create more Moderator of the
sophisticated scams, leavingxploitation of people—ineludnent (for any number of reasongorate practice, and must nof b ﬁg‘gg\'/ALS:r%msbg%ae
people and institutions (ineluéhg children—in nonconsensuabe, disability, injury) removirtglerated. As early as 1981, the ' y
ing congregations) targeted lways is certainly not new. someone’s clothes without thethurch affirmed that as part of it$he national of ce of The
these scams vulnerable to-seri After public outcry, Grok’s-paexplicit consent, whether -dignission it has a role in promotPresbyterian Church in Canada
ous financial loss. Finally, peopat company xAl made changesly or physically, is a violatidng the social responsibility [ ofs on the traditional territory of
are feeding it intimate details wieant to disable the ability of uthat assaults the dignity of tHeusiness corporations and olhéfned%%nggtét;:‘;gﬁﬂggﬁgﬁgns
their lives, including informatiaers to alter images in this way-person. Digital violation of theconomic institutions, includngrhese lands are part of the Toronto
regarding relationships, medidalit not before significant hartgpe can be hard to recover froan right and duty to encourag@urchase Treaty, No. 13, held by
issues, personal anxieties, améd been done. (Also, not befaas images can be replicated atitese institutions to consider ththe Mississaugas of the Credit First
financial or legal data. What hageveral countries, including Carspread. Spreading these false ifall impact of their operations|ofjation, the Williams Treaties and
pens to that information? Wheda, announced they would launalges rejects a person’s agendye well-being of the communities e Dish with One Spoon Wampum.
is it stored? Who has access favestigations). It is unclear hothieir boundaries, and tells thetimey affect (A&P 1981, 311).[In . ‘
it? What does Al learn from it antlch follow-through there will kend others that they don’t matt@003, General Assembly ado tedx} ;'.: Elf;-‘ﬁb.?t’;‘ﬁaﬂs
how (and by whom) is that usedsh the promised ongoing interrmdbn-consensual sexual imagesrecommendation that the Mod fg\ e
These are all urgent issues twersight with regards to -ethére also a new assault every tiragtor write to and recomm nﬁgesbyterians Shariisgthe

raise and to educate people aboeal issues such as this, and sosbmeone else sees the imagiat the Government of Canagstional church fund that supports
One problem that has receivegimains vital to continue to hoflich images often spread quicklying forward legislation govgrrthe overall mission and ministry of
less attention than it should, rporations that have allowethd are hard to have taken downg corporate activity in countfieshe Presbyterian Church in Canada.
how some Al platforms, such asploitation to account. where human rights are syst ng\?vasre;bgﬁg?ﬂn%ggr;ﬁ“';’: through
(but not limited to) Grok, havelt is important to be clear and@/hat has the church said? cally violated (A&P 2003, 3 Zgifts tl?a F?resbyterians Shparing. g
enabled the alteration of everylunt in this regard: altering dn addition to speaking out agairifi). Calls are increasing for more
day mundane photos of peopimage to make it sexualized @sues such as sexual exploitatiomersight of Al tools even now| fof® s preshyterian World Service
into non-consensual sexualizeding a tool to keep a personad human trafficking, the churehvariety of reasons. g’ & Development
or even pornographic images. face but replace their clothdths a lengthy history of speakingiving Faitteminds us that ju PWS&Ds the development and
General Assembly this year, aody with an Al-generated nudet against businesses or-cofice requires protecting the rightgief agency of The Presbyterian
additional motion was brouglatr only partly clothed body thabrations with exploitative praof others, fair laws must be justihurch in Canada.
to the floor, and adopted, th&ioks like them is an insidiousces. While much of the church&iministered, and that jusfice —
the church should take a strorigrm of sexual assault. The-abjirevious advocacy on corporapeotests against everything that€ opinions expressed, books
public stand against the use of iy} to control how much of youexploitation has been on issudgstroys human dignity (8.4. %\gg\;\tlglge?]ngyaggr\:tﬂﬁiting
tools (like Grok) that have be@ndy is seen or touched is a vitavolving workers’ rights or mir& 5). It is important to continu&yriters re ect the broad diversity
used to create nonconsensugért of human agency and safellyg practices that threaten €orpressing for oversight of how andf experience and opinion in the
sexual images of individuals, im the absence of a caregiver rotainities, allowing one’s Al toathen Al is being used, and fh&hurch. Their inclusion in the
cluding children. That Al would et is legitimately involved in cao be used in ways that create all we do—and in all the topl@€WSPaper is not necessarily an

. . L ; . . endorsement by The Presbyterian
used to exploit people in this wayg for a person incapable of caron-consensual sexualized- imve use—we ensure people

) . . . ; _ allz! “We ens "®hurch in Canada.
is relatively new, but the sexuab for their own body in that mages is also an exploitative cdreated with dignity and respect.

By Allyson Carr, Justice Ministr

Perplexity

The Presbyterian Church

in Canada

50 Wynford Drive

Toronto, ON M3C 1J7
1-800-619-7301
connection@presbyterian.ca
presbyterian.ca
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Canada is a community of over
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as a novelty but as a space wherngle medical, developmental aladionshipintheadvancement of
relationships already existed asgiritual care, with staff care arglod’s mission in new ways.
where God's presence was beingental health support as essen
discovered anew. tial components. Not diversions, but the

When UpperLVL received theRepresentatives from the- Dbusiness of the church
award, Penner expressed -gratartment of Service to PalestiniBg the end of the week of meet
tude, saying the recognition wouRefugees, Nader Anton Abuaifgs, commissioners had made
“put wind in our tired team’s sailssha and Deacon Bassem Thalicisions that would shape the
The moment underscored thatrned their attention to Palestingnomination’s  future.There
new forms of ministry often ariderael. Referencing the Nakbg&re impdant discussions
from necessity rather than desigfmeaning “catastrophe”) and thgbout: Medical Assistance in Dy

Commissioners voting at General Assembly. o _ _ harsh reality facing Palestiniang (MAID); the depth and breadth
_ An invitation to listen again Christians, they described eomf our ecumenism in tHerm
Continued from page 1 It is easy to view the challengesunities that are both resilieof welcoming—or not—ministers

Quoting Catholic theologian anés so beautiful,” he said. Th&dcing Canadian congregationsasd increasingly endangereflom other traditiont celebrate
Jesuit priest Fr. James Keenancollection pointed as much tmique: dwindling membershiphey challenged commissionetise sacraments; the church’s
Jacobs noted that “the greater gpersonal memory as to the quigtancial strain and shifting-pab move beyond abstractionpudgets; formation for ministry
is not only when we are weak amgys Christian traditions shagerns of religious participation. Ysgtying that solidarity must bia the church’s colleges; ministry
struggling, but when we are powne another over time. hearing from partners within aminbodied in attention to the livasth Indigenous people; Christian
erful and cannot be bothered.” FoEcumenism, he suggested, i®yond Canada offered a broadé&aped by occupation, restrimationalism; Christian Zionism; Al;
him, as an Indigenous person, thet only institutional cooperatigrerspective. Across presentéions and intergenerational fearand the church’s mission in the
ribbons symbolize more than prbut also the patient cultivation wbns—from campus ministry in Taken together, these four teworld through impant ministries
test, they signify a declaration thatist across differences. Canada, Palestinian Christian viimonies resist simplified narrdike camping. The Assembly’s de
those treated as disposable remainviting commissioners tamess, ecumenical developmetites about faith, poverty or-cogisions are recorded in the Acts and
seen by God and by communitissand and join him in chanting Nepal and international ehditict. They reframe listening @roceedings and are available
committed to justice. Naming thike Lord’s Prayer in the Ukrainimincy care—a shared invitatian faithful discipline of presencpresbyterian.ca/aandp. The actions
Doctrine of Discovery as a theGreek Catholic tradition, he-shiéimerged: listen again. Listen, ragtending to grief without rushirtigat Sessions, presbyteries,-syn
logical framework that helped jusd the room from “parliamentaryassively, but as a faithful prato resolution; to injustice withods and committeeare totake
tify colonial systems by decidingrocedure to shared prayer. tice that resists simplification aralit abstraction; and to faith asasa resulbf the Assembly’s deci

“who is human and who is not,” attends more carefully to voicdised reality rather than an -inssions are circulated to eachybod
Jacobs said that the doctrinal legod at work in that are often silenced. tutional claim. The invitation theySome of the most lasting im-
acy continues to shape systemexpected places The Rev. Tim Kennedy, wtadfer is not only to hear thegaressions from this year's As-

that devalue Indigenous lives aAdother guest shifted attentibmads the Ecumenical Campssories once, but to listen agagembly were not tied to motions or
those of other marginalized corto where the church is emergirighaplaincy at the University of Bnd allow that renewed attentigotes. They were tied to images:
munities. Therefore, the ribbowsitside traditional structures amdnto, described how ministry has shape response, solidarity aned ribbons on a fence, a prayer

represented not only symbols fifrms. been shaped by post-pandemiesponsibility. sung across traditions, a night
protest but also of moral insist UpperLVL, a ministry based student loneliness. In response, club transformed into a place of
ence: that people are not dispaa nightclub in Nanaimo, B.C., atite chaplaincy has focused ofyppreciation for ministy, and ecumenical guests
able and that systems that tretlis year’s recipient of the Cuttiggief support and informal eonfaith in service describing friendships spanning

them as such must be name&dge of Mission Award, presemhunity and student-led initiativdfie Assembly took a momedenominations and decades.
confronted and transformed. ed a strikingly different picture thfat foster belonging and spiritual recognize Karen Plater,-reflihese were not diversions from
ministry. Led by DJ and studeexploration. “Listening” here iag after 30 years as associathe church’s business. They were

A voice from across the for ministry Austin Penner, thgastoral and relational—attendecretary for Stewardship in tlaad are reminders of its scope.
church’s boundaries ministry reaches people beyoma to identity, grief and doubt &sfe and Mission Agency, for herThe ecumenical conversations
If Jacobs pointed to public-witonventional church settings. central to faith formation. diligent, faithful and long servicé the week affirmed that the

ness and justice, Subdeacon DrPenner spoke from his livedPCC international mission staéf the church. Many Presbytechurch does not discern in iso-
Brian A. Butcher of the Canadiexperience, naming addictiodeepened this perspective. Thas got to know Karen over thation, but in conversation with
Conference of Catholic Bishopsokenness and the slow, oftdtev. Lora Nafziger described hyears, especially through welscripture and voices that have the
drew on a broader ecumenicdifficult discovery of grace inunework in Nepal, where povertars designed to equip leadepstential to unsettle assumptions.
imagination, reflecting on his fguected places—not as a prograis understood not only as -ecan both stewardship and financialis a reminder that the church
mation across traditions. Raisetbscription, but as a testimony nbmic lack but as the result aianagement (treasurer) skills strongest when it intention
as a Baptist and later attenttansformation. For Penner, miniatersecting social, structural ahren has cultivated many frienally recognizes that it belongs to
ing a small Presbyterian churdty is not a strategy but accompanvironmental pressures, incluships, connecting with peopkkomething larger than itself.

as a teenager, he recalled beinignent: presence with people iag migration and historical isolacross Canada and around theJpdates from the 2026 Gen-
captivated by its liturgical liféhe edges of stability and hopgon. Through United Mission teorld through her work, and slezal Assembly are available at
“Who are these Presbyterians?Thie nightclub was presented néepal, ecumenical partners prooks forward to using those r@resbyterian.ca/ga262

Jim Bear Jacobs Subdeacon Dr. Brian A. Butcher  Austin Penner, UpperLVL Deacon Bassem Thabet Karen Plater
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Commissioners at the 2026 General Assembly.

ministries, and running the-mimg in 2025. The amount given
istry candidacy process. Presbpy congregations and individuals
terians Sharing provides grantxcreased, which demonstrates
. for programs including regiongbur faithfulness to the ministry
Young Adult Representatives at Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church, with the Rev. Robert Hayashi (left) andssusaintphnministry, ministrieand mission of the PCC.
son, clerk of Session (right). with Indigenous people, new-con In the role of associate secre
. gregagional development, and tary for Stewardship, | hope to
StewardSh I p and G eneral Asse bj pecialized ministimeet many people throughout
some unigue grarte PCC. | am available for-pres
to congregations this year, su@ntations about stewardship and
By the Rev. Corrie Stewart,  dane to some, it is important team growth. as: providing funds to replaceunday supply with a steward
Stewardship, and minister note the necessity of having GAThe report of the Life and-Mifont doors on church buildingship theme. Should your synod,
at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian for our collective discernment gion Agency delivered to thieplacing roofs; and the purchapeesbytery or congregation wish
Church in North River Bridge, the ministry and mission of thgear's GA speaks to a significantta generator, allowing a congr® learn more about stewardship,
Cape Breton Island, N.S. PCC. The programs and missiamount of program and missiayation to become a warming st®resbyterians Sharing or -vari
of our church could not be deliwork supported by Presbyteriation during power outages. ous ways to provide gifts to the
This year's General Assembdyed without the work of the n&haring. This work includes- pro This is some of the work thathurch, including planned giving,
was the fourth time | had the réonal staff. There is great valuedaction of resources for worshigpu are doing through your giffdease reach out to me at 1-800-
sponsibility and privilege of serthe church coming together eacipdating of policies and procéo Presbyterians Sharing. We &@#9-7301 ext. 273 or cstewart@
ing as a commissioner from thgear to discern its ongoing minidures, preparation and deliverygrhteful for your ongoing genergsresbyterian.ca.
Presbytery of Cape Breton. Likg and mission. webinars, production of fhiees ity and commitment. For the first
all commissioners, | diligently re Presbyterians Sharing -suyterian Connectiomewspaper, time in several years there was“ Presbyterians
viewed the reports and followgmrts programs and missiongrovision of various grants; a@n increase in the amount-con Sharing
the business of the Assemblyithin Canada and throughout thecacy initiatives through justicebuted to Presbyterians Shar 1’ Q\r
carefully; however, this yearworld. Some Presbyterians are
saw the business of the gatheringt aware that their gifts to Pre
through a different lens. As thwyterians Sharing support inte
PCC’s new associate secretangtional missions. Presbyteria
for Stewardship, | was thinkirfgharing supports the stipends
about General Assembly busineasernational mission staff, whi
from a stewardship perspective Rresbyterian World Service
general and a Presbyterians-ShBevelopment funds internatio
ing perspective in particular.  programs that are delivered
The stewardship of funds giftgzhrtners. The Rev. Lora Nafzig
through Presbyterians Sharimge of the mission staff partial
supports the planning, preparfunded through Presbyteria
tion and implementation of o@®haring, presented at GA. S
Assembly each year. This ispoke about the work she is d
cludes the work of committeeisg in Nepal, where she serves
throughout the year, travel amsthff care and counselling ad
accommodation for all attendeesyr with United Mission to Nep
and compensation for all staff @@MN). She provides spiritual a
the national office. While thesgnotional support to all expatria _
costs are administrative in- n&MN staff and some Nepali stall,
ture and likely seem rather muwhich encourages personal aféprning worship.

History Book Awards

Every year, the History Committee honours history books with awards in three categories:
congregational, academic and memoirs. This year, the awards went to:

Stuart Macdonald fimadition and Tension: The Presbyterian Church in Canada, 19%&+H1985
Carter foDoctor Sahib and Me: Two Years as a Missionary FamilyAngodi&utherland, Arminta
Carmichael, Lois Rooney-Giurin, M.J. Perry, lan MacCready and Taras BfétiyhésatSamf
Harmony: A History of Presbyterian Music Camp.

Honourable mentions went to: Graydon Dougald B8Yyeddwuid's Presbyterian Church 1889+-2024

Tim Reddish fé&tecollections & Reflections: A Missionary Kid’'s African Experiences.
History Committee member Robert Dean with Tom Carter, Angus Sutherland

and Stuart Macdonald. Congratulations to all recipients!
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Grace Presbyterian Stampede Brea

By Andrew Manuel,
Grace Presbyterian Church
in Calgary, Alta.

Grace Presbyterian Church in G A
gary, Alta., was filled with enerdiiiss
laughter and community spirit {i
more than 800 people gather

for this year's Grace Stampe@®
Breakfast. s

Held during the Calgary Stak
pede season, the free commp
nity event welcomed neighbouf®
friends, families, church membeg
and first-time visitors for a mor{
ing of delicious food, live musif-
games, tours and connectiof .
From the moment guests arrive.
a lively, welcoming atmosphef -
filled the church grounds, wil
peopl_e of all ages enjoying tbﬁe many volunteers at the Grace Stampede Breakfast.
morning together.

More than 50 volunteers helpegighbourhood block partPreakfast is more than a seasonalhe success of the morningear’s breakfast, there is much
bring the event to life. They serv@dests enjoyed breakfast; liselebration. It is an opportunitgflected months of planning amal celebrate: more than 800-peo
in many areas, including setufgned to live music, exploread open the doors wide, buildhe collective effort of many-peple were welcomed, countless
hospitality, children’s activitieshe historic church building orelationships with neighbourse. Events of this scale woultbnversations were shared and
prize stations, church tourguided tours and participated amd offer a genuine expressiont be possible without velura joyful morning of community
music support, cleanup and-wdamily-friendly activities. Childreri welcome. This year’s stronigers willing to serve both behiednnection was had. Grace Pres
coming guests throughout thenjoyed games and prizes, whd#tendance was an encouragitite scenes and on the day itsddfyterian Church looks forward
morning. Their care and dedicaany visitors had the chanaeminder of the church’'s eorGrace is deeply grateful to evetg building on this year’'s suc
tion made a visible differencey meet people from Grace, askction to the community and tlome who volunteered, attenderkss as planning begins for next
helping guests feel welcomed agdestions and connect with thmportance of creating spacesnvited friends and helped makear's Stampede Breakfast, with
supported. surrounding community. where people can gather,- cgéhe morning such a success. the hope of welcoming even more

The event had the feel of aFor Grace, the Stampedsbrate and feel at home. As the church reflects on thiseighbours from the community.

WECIME T

Intro to “What Does the Bible Say About...?” Series

By Dr. Lee Johnson, to whomever holds an opposhis fall called “What Does the Edctober 7: Satan and the DevilNovember 18: The End Times

Education Program Coordinatoing view. Virtually none of thedde Say About...?” that include& discussion about the views @fompare the New Testament vi
guestioners leaves our conversan online discussion and studiie person and work of Satan/te®ns of the last days of life before

As a professor of the Bible, ortien with the simple security thataterials. Register today for odevil and across the Hebrew Bilthe in-breaking of God.

of the most common questionghey had sought. In fact, | toa¥ the upcoming sessions a&nd through the New Testament

receive is, “What does the Bible prefacing these conversatiopsesbyterian.ca/what-does-thevritings. December 2: Jesus’ Family
say about...?” any given actiomith, “I can tell you the biblicdlible-say-about. Fleshing out the clues in the New
issue or topic. Most times, theiews, but | doubt if you will like October 21: Hell and Heaven Testament about Jesus’ heritage,

guery is posed with the expectthe answer to your question.” Aeptember 23: Jesus’ Miracles Exploring the views and languagarents and siblings.

tion that the Bible speaks againsttrue of any work of art, the BAn exploration of the remarkalalbout the afterlife in the biblical

an idea or action and that the Bie is not simplistic, and it conmactivities of Jesus reported in difritings. February 3: Baptism

ble is unequivocal in its stancpels ongoing engagement frofarent ways by the four gospels, A discussion of the ritual and
So, the questioner seeks a quiitk readers and interpreters.  with attention to the cultural-colovember 4: The Return of Jesuseaning of baptism in the time of
confirmation of their held-be Inspired by my experiencegxt and impact of Jesus’ actioniiterpreting the passages in whidbsus and the early church.

lief, which can then be relayesith these questions, a new se Jesus’ return is referenced in the

with my “authoritative” backinges for adult education will launch New Testament.
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Remembering | oo =

the Rev. Dir.
lan S. Wishart

and his wife Jean to St. John
in 1972. Although he retired
1998, it is a ministry from whic
he did not leave.

He was a prolific writer, pe
ning many poems and refleg
tions. He was very involved |
the development of the PCQiembers of the St. Andrew’s Auxiliary of the Atlantic Mission Society with the late Rev. Dr. lan Wishart (ce
Living Faitstatement of belief and
even reflected on key sections @b, and his membership in tliéshes after our last AGM. dedication to God and our-con
local radio station VOWR in tiizow’s Nest and the Royal €anaWe will always cherish thgregation and find great comfort
late '90s. dian Military Institute. memories we have of lan. We having known him. Rest in

He spent a lifetime associatedAll accomplishments asidegre deeply grateful for his life apdace, kind and faithful servant.
lan at a special House of Asse 'th the Canadian Armed Forcéisere was something about hj

dm his days as a Naval Cadetice when he was in the pulpit
awards ceremony. rom y pulp
at Royal Roads Military Collepes intonation and cadence;
By Corinne King, elder, through his days at HMCS Queennfident, firm, reassuring, eo
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian the 48th Highlanders, the Royakting timbre that made you fe
Church in St. John's, N.L. Newfoundland Regiment amVery word deeply in your hea
the Newfoundland Militia -Digle never lost that talent, as
On February 25, 2026, the-cotrict. Subsequently, he had beemssed during his prayers at t
gregation of St. Andrew’s Prethe Chaplain to Branch 56 Roy&&membrance Day services
byterian Church in St. John’§anadian Legion and to the Rotteé War Memorial right up to t
N.L., lost an icon of the nation@anadian Legion Newfoundlapdst November.
denomination. We lost a faithfahd Labrador Provincial €om In recent years, his tenacity a
servant and friend in the passingand. From this, he was knowdrive to keep going, regardieje (&
of the Rev. Dr. lan S. Wishart. to many as “The War Memoriaf his declining physical healt " —
lan was an intelligent man @Guy.” were legendary. He was fiercg SWEAUND AL
deep faith and a man of many acHe took great pleasure in hisdependent and wanted to- co NEY -"I;‘u,y
complishments. His ministry atvolvement in the first St- Atinue to contribute—whether ANDS EA G VA DI SSS
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Churdhrew’s Scout group, the Caribauas putting the buns together 18
(“The Kirk”) is what brought himgroup of the St. John’s Rotagy Lobster Dinner or helping waglh at a Remembrance Day event at the St. John’s War Memorial.

Community
Champions

By Ainsley Chapman, executivénealth, well-being and resilience
director, Evangel Hall Toronto residents. It recognizes
Mission in Toronto, Ont. ganizations that build partnersh
that strengthen neighbourhoo
This spring, Evangel Hall -Miand communities in meaning
sion (EHM) in Toronto, Ont., wad ways; forge deep connectio
awarded a Community Champiwithin the areas they serve
Award from the City of Toronto anthke significant positive chang
United Way. What makes this end work in tandem with +es
pecially impactful is that we wedents and other community-bas
nominated by a peer_organlzatlo_rganlzatlons under a shargd Havid Reycraft, Shaizad Merchant, Karen Plater, Jearaldine Gargoles, Ainsley Chapman, Francois Sealy, Newv:
that has been watching us grosion to develop and coordinaggock Winterton.
and adapt over the years and ha®grams, services, and reseurc
seen us respond to the changieg to address unique neighboand be the hands, feet and he&vhether it is through safe housur doors because of you. It is
needs of the community. hood and community needs.  of Christ. We are only able to @iy, a hot meal, a welcominig this spirit that we invite you to
This award celebrates the ex EHM is proud and privilegeatis because of the many waysnile, or human connection, wehare in this award, because we
traordinary contributions of locad be an agency through whidhat we have been supportaxdfer unconditional love, welconage ALL Evangel Hall Mission. We
organizations that support theresbyterians can live their faltly Presbyterians near and fand support to all who come o this work, together.
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Photos from the 150th anniversary service.

In Selkirk

By the Rev. Naggie Sterling, tion by the RCMP on living safe
Knox Presbyterian Church In March, there was a St.- P3
in Selkirk, Man. rick’s Day potluck dinner. In Ap
we had our annual Good Frid
The congregation at Knox PrdBreakfast, and in May (our a
byterian Church in Selkirk, Maniyersary month), we had thH™
has been celebrating our 150imaugural staging of the “Kng
anniversary since January. A né&eur Sox Off” 5km run/2km wal
event has been held each monttich was a big success. The fc
to mark this significant milestonwing day we held the 150th aj
In January, we held a triviaiversary service and lunche
night, which was a sold-out evehoth of which were a full hous
and an evening of fun and laudBvents will continue througha
ter. In February, we held a Valehe year, including a Texas Scra_ Rz
tine’s Tea Party. This was a free Golf Tournament, a Steve Bell ...\ < o sem run/2l '_-’-:;-
event that was open to the €oraoncert, a homecoming ServiGe,k eventPHoTo CREDITS: NICOLE.
munity and included a presentand a memorial service. BRISCOE-STERLING

Supporting Palestinian Children

By the Rev. Jeffrey Murray, collected from Palestine by Israelschooling.
Moderator of the 2025 have been withheld since 2023.As Palestinian organizatiof -
General Assembly They reported: “These funds haaed individuals repeatedly as

historically sustained basic publior help with education, this w
During my trip to Palestine arsgrvices, including educatioechoed during our visit wit
Israel, as part of the ModeratoNgith nearly eight billion shekelse United Nations World Fof{
visit, it was easy to feel eveblocked, schools are struggling Rrogramme in East Jerusale
whelmed and helpless to do-anfynction. Teachers are not receivhey persuaded us to help; s&
thing that could be useful as tlireg full salaries, school years hairgy, “Anything you can do to he
conditions and restrictions of theeen postponed, and many eclasadvocate for learning and-re
occupation were relayed to us.rttoms now operate on a reduceeation for young people in yo
left one to wonder, what one cachedule simply because theredscles is essential. This matt
do. From day one we heard calis money to keep them open.”is lost in translation, but this
for support for children and-edu Under international law, evespmething you could do. This R§!OTO CREIEPARTMENT OF SERVICE TO PALESTINIAN REFUGEES (DSPR)
cation. Without education, childrehild has the right to educatiosp important and it is nowhere '

become depressed. Aspiratiorsyen under occupation. Howevtite picture. Use your networl  To support children in Palestine, the PCC's Gifts of Change
dreams and hopes fade, causiiig the West Bank, Palestiniamd churches. The churches he catalogue (inserted in this newspaper) now offers the
lasting harm to children and te Pahildren are going to school onlyork with many congregatior Education for Palestinian Christian Chilgnexect.

estinian society. three days a week instead of fivend networks to support the-pe A gonation of $50 helps children with the transportation costs

Combatants for Peac nor It is estimated that education fple and for whatever reason, t  5ssociated with going to a school, $75 covers tuition for one
violent grassroots movement afound 808,000 children in thisraelis are more likely to say y  \yeek for a child. and $150 supports a child’s total expenses.
Israelis and Palestinians, reportdtkst Bank is disrupted due to churches even though they s

that large sums of tax revenuascess restrictions and disruptior to the UN.” I PRl AL S G IR B S
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Bringing the Youth Vc
to a Season of Chanc

By Maeve Forde, member of | attended the General Asseare emerging leaders in it.
the Change Leadership Team bly of the PCC in June 2025 asStepping into an establishe
a Young Adult Representatigemmittee could have been inti
When General Assembly- afYAR). As the framework for thigating, but my experience w
pointed the Change Leadershgam was being established; a exactly the opposite. | am grate
Team as a Special Commissiaa) motion was put forward on thie the members who were on t
the mandate before us was bdilbor by one of the YARs: a direleam before me. From the- Mg ave Ford.
exhilarating and daunting. Taskice to ensure that a youth voiceent | arrived, they welcomed

tured church is aemboldened
church? How do we build a eom
munity that doesn't just try to sur
vive, but actively takes risk for the
sake of the gospel?

Young people today are looking
for authenticity, collaboration and
a church that is actively “sent”
out into the world. We don't just
want to manage an institution; we
want to be part of a living body of
Christ that animates hope. When
we talk about reclaiming the
“priesthood of all believers” and
strengthening Christian formation
for lay people, | see a directpath

with recommending pathways teas intentionally added to thme with open arms, instantlstep into a two-year mandatgay for empowering young adults
shift our denomination into an épecial Commission. By Augustaking me feel like a peer ratr@med at modernizing operationgho are eager to lead but might
titude of openness with hope andl 2025, | received the formal ithan an outsider. Navigating teapporting local communitiesot see themselves in traditional,
possibility, the team’s deliverablegation to join. | was deeply-honomplexities of denominationahd reimagining the very struclerical roles.
touched every foundational pillawmred, not just by the invitation governance has a steep learniuge of The Presbyterian Churchirhis work is an exercise in
of our church, from restructuringglf, but by what it representedcarve, and the team has shovim Canada requires more than jussurrection hope. It requires us
our courts and redesigning modeliberate, structural commitmeintmense patience, leadershipseat at the table—it requiresta listen deeply through upeom
els of ministry to implementingta making sure the future of tled mentorship as | learn as veld, active voice. ing surveys, focus groups and
robust lay leadership program. church is shaped by those whgo. Their guidance has not onlyBeing the youth voice in eegional conversations, while
: : helped me find my footing but hasason of urgent change meatrsisting that the Holy Spirit is
given me the confidence to speesinstantly bridging the gap béreathing something new into our
up, knowing my perspective isveen honouring our rich heritcommunity.
truly valued. age and looking fearlessly towardserving on this Special Gom
Sitting at the table as a yourige future. While the commissianission has shown me that our
adult amid these massive, strunavigates complex structural dehurch is truly ready for revital
tural conversations is a profoutigerables, like designing shar&ing change. As a young voice
privilege, but it also comes witkervices for human resourcesn this team, my prayer is that we
a unigue weight. Often, in 4instechnology, and legal manageontinue to cast our nets on the
tutional settings, “youth reprement, or proposing a revisegther side, leaning into the dis
sentation” can feel symbolic, likstructure for the 2027 General Acomfort of transformation, and
a checkbox to ensure a demeembly, my focus is often drawlouild a flexible, modern andfaith
graphic is technically includetb what these changes mean faid church that can confidently
But on this commission, the exhe generations to come. Hoanswer Christ's call for gerera
perience is entirely different. @@ we ensure that a restrudions to come.

Maeve at the 2025 General Assembly in June.

Busy Bees
Making a
Difference
In Burlington

By the Rev. Mike Aldred,
Brant Hills Presbyterian
Church in Burlington, Ont.

supplies—they are reminde
that someone cares.
For those experiencing ho
lessness or housing insecurit,
At Brant Hills Presbyterian Chulldfie can often feel uncertain afle Busy Bees at Brant Hills Presbyterian Church.
in Burlington, the Busy Bees asmlating. Yet every personr de
proving that small acts of kinderves dignity, respect and tli@rge donations. Sometimes sion of Brant Hills Presbyteriavith simple acts of compassion.
ness can have a big impact. assurance that they have nbegins with willing hands, -caChurch: “Happily Sharing Godl®hether it is packing a bag, -offer
True to their name, membelseen forgotten. A simple gift bawg hearts and a commitment tave.” The congregation - béng a smile or extending a helping
of the Busy Bees women’s groupay seem like a small gesturserving others. By taking the tirfieves that faith is best expresshdnd, every act of love has value.
have been hard at work prepdout it communicates an importatd prepare these care packagéBrough action and that God’'sAt Brant Hills Presbyterian
ing bags of essential supplieressage: you matter, and you ateey are helping to bring comfdove becomes visible whe@hurch, the message is simple:
for women and families living imorthy of kindness. and encouragement to some péople choose to care for theéfiou do not have to do a lot to
temporary housing. Filled withThe Busy Bees understand ttiae most vulnerable members wo&ighbours. make a difference. Whatever you
practical items needed for daitgaking a difference does net aur community. The Busy Bees remind us thdb, do it with love—and that love
life, these bags are more than jusays require grand programs orThis effort reflects the mischanging the world often startan transform lives.
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| essons from Henrt Nouwen

By Joseph Sinasac, increasingly tenuous and humahop at the conference on “Reaat Western Theological Seminary
project coordinator, solidarity appears at a low ebimg Henri Nouwen as a propheiic Holland, Michigan; Terry-LeB
Nouwen 2026 Conference Nouwen’s wisdom continues tiend in a wounded world.” lanc, an Indigenous Elder and

offer a way to build a God-and-“Nouwen puts his finger oeducator in theology and eom
Suddenly he was gone. Hermiman-centred approach to lifethe pulse of our broken humamunity development with more
Nouwen, one of the most widelyNouwen’s 39 books were trangty with words that help us betténan 48 years of experience; and
admired spiritual writers of hiated into more than 30 languagesderstand ourselves, our wordichael Blair, General Secretary
time, died unexpectedly of a heartd sold more than seven milli@md our hope in God,” said Visf the United Church of Canada,
attack 30 years ago. His passopies. Today, his legacy lives @ers. “It's an enduring legacy @fho wrapped up the conference
ing sent shockwaves around tmet only in his books but in a widgtness rooted in his own life awdth a clear call to action.
world among Christians and-spitetwork of admirers, both -acdaith, which he makes accessibleAnyone engaged in pastoral
itual seekers of all stripes, whdemic and non-academic alikey all who read him.” ministry, theological studies or
had turned to the Dutch Catholitio continue to interpret it for aEveryone has their favourigeeking to deepen their own spir
priest’'s writing for spiritual -sohew generation. Nouwen book, ranging from tliial journey will find nourishment
ace. Some 250 of those seeking most famous such abhe Re for the mind, heart and soul in

Now, three decades later, iittegrate Nouwen'’s insights gatturn of the Prodigal SandThe the recordings frotmonging for

could be argued that what Heered May 14-16 at the Universityounded Heal&y lesser-known Home.To access the videos, or
Nouwen shared with the world-ef St. Michael's College in Tavorks that offer special insight.to learn more about upcoming
deep, personal reflections drawonto, Ont., and spent three daysAn example of this for me isvents with the Henri Nouwen
from a life of prayer, discernmeim robust reflection, discussioone of Henri's earlier, sometim&ociety, visit henrinouwen.org or
and active involvement with-evaend discernment. The internkess celebrated bookReach- email info@henrinouwen.org.
rything from peacemaking to thienal conference, titlédnging ing Out Vissers added. “It's all
civil rights movement—is needddr Home: The Prophetic Witne#sere, and it still speaks.”

more than ever. of Henri Nouwen in a WoundedConference attendees -pa
Terry LeBlanc, keynote speaker at that a time when loneliness is #¢orld was organized by the Heticipated in four major plenal.
Nouwen 2026 Conference. epidemic levels, global peace isNouwen Society in partnershégssions and more than 2 =
with St. Michael’s. workshops, as well as had oppa

According to Michael W. Hidunities for shared prayer, wors ¥
gins, Basilian Distinguished Fahd spiritual practice. |

SeUSS Sunday in COIdwater low of Contemporary CatholicThe conference kicked off wi§

By Aubrey Hawton, St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church Thought at St. Michael's and ca- dramatic multi-media preg
in Coldwater Ont. author of two books on Nouweantation created by Nouwen |

the priest's relevance today cgrapher Gabrielle Earnsha
found in his personal transpare®ther speakers included Carlos |
cy and insatiable curiosity aboihompson, professor of Christi_ "
the human condition. Ministry and Disability TheOIO@birit movers from L'Arche.
“His spirituality is grounded in
engagement with, and not retre
from, the pressing challenges t
compromise our humanity,” sa
Higgins, who delivered a keyn(
address at the conference ¢
Nouwen as an antidote to glok

despair.
At St. Andrew’s, Coldwater, all was delight! Though thoroughly grounded
Seuss Sunday Number One had begun with a cheer— his vocation as a Catholic prie
The first of two Sundays where Good News drew near. Nouwen’s writing, drawing fro
his insights as both a psychol
Elder Aubrey Hawton led stories and song, gist as well as his pastoral-ca
Where the gospel and Seuss skipped happily along. ing, has found a large followi
No costume was needed—not one, not at all— among other Christian denomi
But hats! Oh, the hats! They were splendid and tall! tions.
There were costumes and colours and whimsical flair, The Rev. Dr. John Vissers; P
With smiles and glad greetings and joy everywhere. fessor of Systematic Theology
Knox College, part of the Toro
When the worship was ended, as everyone knows, School of Theology at the Unive )
There was one little duty before we could go: sity of Toronto, presented a worklen Soderholm, worship leader.
The traditional photo—"Everybody, say CHEESE!”
(Though keeping the Cat in the Hat still isn’'t easy!) 3&4063 $ &4 '03 8034 ) * 1

; ) %BJMZ QSBZFST XFFLMZ MFDUBP@BISZ NMDU WPKSFF T
Then downstairs we all wandered with laughter and chatter,

Where Presbyterians proved what they know really matters:
A marvellous luncheon with friends old and new—
For Presbyterians love a good meal...and that’s perfectly tr

c

What a wonderful Sunday of worship and fun,
And the Seussiest journey has only begun!
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World Communion Sunday 2026

Re ections on Themes
of the Liturgical Year

By Dr. Lee Johnson, Educationcome to meet, or “commune
Program Coordinator, and with Christ, who is present wi
the Rev. lan Ross-McDonald, us in the sacrament. The olde
General Secretary name Christians have for the fe
we share today is “Eucharis
Beginning in the 1930s, Worlgdhich simply means “thanksgi
Communion Sunday has beémy.” Each of these sacramen
celebrated on the first Sunday titffes highlights different asped
October in churches around tloé this gathering—sustenanc
world. Christians from arouncommunity and gratitude—b
the globe all sitting at the tahileey collectively affirm the good meal (Matthew 26:26; 14:22iscrimination or any social anovies and religion.
and celebrating Holy Communiasss of God for the people of Gbdke 22:19). Paul's account ieconomic policy that results iMisit presbyterian.ca/movies
on the same Sunday is a sign tf share. 1 Corinthians 11:23 specificallyunger or other forms of depriva
the unity of Christ’'s church andlt is significant that Jesus iaudescribes the bread and the ctipn” (Faith Seeking UnderstarfdPreaching Mark: The Curious
reminder of our commitment tgurated a meal of remembranes bookends to a meal sharédg, An Introduction to Christidbase of Good News”
ecumenism. for his disciples during the -sedy Jesus with his disciples, bdtheology, p. 225). Likewise, wdonday, Nov. 9
The Lord’s Supper was imawson of Passover, which was Raul's letter to the Corinthiamsnnot gather around the tabMthough Mark's gospel is the
gurated by Jesus at a meal witime for Jews to remember thaixposes the failure of the eorwhere all are welcome and be séitst known written use of the de
his disciples, where he related thlkared history of slavery in Egyptunal meal in Corinth. Some, usfied with any form of discrimscription of Jesus’ life and work
bread and the cup to his own botiylowed by their deliverance frodoubtedly the wealthy ones whation or exclusion that prohibiés “good news,” this biography
and blood and instructed them bomndage through the actions did not have to labour during tie¢hers from making full claims @f Jesus is arguably the least
“do this in remembrance of me3od, in God's chosen leadeatay, began to eat and drink befdife. We cannot freely receive thptimistic of the four canonical
as part of their future gatheringdoses. The bittersweet memthe rest of the church membelising bread, like the freed slavgespels. This webinar identifies
Following Jesus’ death, the earlgs evoked through eating bit@mrived. Therefore, the primafnpm Egypt received manna frasome of the themes, language
church gatherings were strutierbs and consuming a sacmpoint of ensuring that all welgeaven, and not seek the freedamd compositional elements of
tured around a shared meal afided animal, remind the peopled was lost: “one goes hungmyf those who are enslaved by aMark’s gospel and imagines a
the tradition of combining dinirgf God of their shared sufferiregmd another becomes drunk” ffower that stifles life. We canncommunity of Jesus’ followers
and worship. The practice of celnd redemption. Jesus appli€orinthians 11:17-22). When Jeeceive grace and refuse to grambo would compose this type of
ebrating Communion frequentlythe same symbols of bread arslis commanded his followers fbto others. good news. A Q&A will follow the
not at every service of worshigyine that were prominent in tHdo this in remembrance of me,” The loaf and the cup are thveebinar, and study materials are
was favoured by many 16th-cePassover meal to himself, as e instituted a gathering whesgns of Jesus’ body and blocalvailable.
tury reformers, yet regrettably néescribes the bread as “his bodgll received sustenance and, that surround the essence of IXésit presbyterian.ca/context-
glected in most Presbyterianco(Matthew 26:26; Mark 14:22gast for that moment, their evdor all people—the shared mealues-for-preaching
gregations today. This lapse lmuke 22;19) and the cup as th@esent hunger subsided. At othis vision encloses the two key
our current worship habits eoniblood” of the “covenant” (Matcommunion meal we do not-uselements that make us humanNew Film Study “Religion and
pels the church to reflect upon thieew 26:27; Mark 14:24; Lukelly encounter people who asemmunity and sustenance-Fate in Film”
benefits of more frequent celebr22:20). By these words, Jesuat risk of starvation, but sharingithin the brackets of JesusVednesday, Jan. 13
tions of Communion in the life wfas forever linking the gatherintiee Lord’s Supper compels us &xistence. So, when we eat, ve@d Wednesday, Jan. 20
the community. of his followers within the contegbnsider those in the world whrshare, we become communitytudy guides will be posted for
The Sacrament of Holy Corof the long history of Jewish ratruggle with food security. and we continue to expand thosach film. Each webinar will be
munion is known by severahembrance and celebration ofJesus is notorious for subbrackets to bring wholeness aridllowed by a Q&A.
names. Sometimes it is callatieir identity as God’s people whierting social customs that cotnumanity to all people. Jan 13: Religion and fate in
the “Lord’s Supper,” remindinguffer and are redeemed. firmed the hierarchical structureThe bread and wine are sigisuce Almighty
us that this is an intimate mealln addition to the shared histoof the Roman Empire. Rathef the presence, generosity addn 20: Religion and fate in
instituted by Jesus, wherein hikat is evoked in the Lord’s-Suthan dining with the respectabj@odness of God, spread befoféae Adjustment Bureau
friends and disciples are callgmbr, the meal inaugurates a-symmembers of Jesus’ social classis. They nourish us as we lodksit presbyterian.ca/movies
to share fellowship and a mebolic social event that is easy te is frequently criticized for edor and work to establish God's
with him. A clever colleague haserlook in today’s North Ameing with tax collectors and sinnersign in this world and in oWfresbyterians ReadShort
pointed out that long before tlvan context. Most of the popul@Matthew 11:19), with those whitmes. “Let us taste and see th&tories by Jesusy Amy-Jill

word “Lord” referred to nobilitfion in Jesus’ day lived with thaid not follow cleansing practiceéke Lord is good.” Levine
or ruler, the word meant keepertbreat of starvation and an exigMark 7:1-5) and including wom Wednesdays, Feb. 17, 24;
provider of bread. Sometimes teace dominated by hunger. Eaeh in the dining setting (Mark 14tpcoming Events March 3, 10
celebration is known as “Gonof the gospel accounts describ&s-9). As participants in this medipr Adult Education Each weekly webinar includes a
munion,” for in this feast wehe ritual as taking place durimghere we attend to the healtebinar: “The Church from theQ&A and study guide.
and well-being of the churcButside” Feb 17: “Introduction to Parables
Theological Reflectiorsre short essays written to provoke Members, we ought also te aSunday, Sept. 16 and the Widow and the Judge”

new thought on familiar religious topics, days in the reIigidﬁQd to the health of the broadEhis free online webinar will préeb 24: “Leaven” and “The Mus-

calendar, or current events. Designed to present a fresh takEBRAMUNIty. As theologian Danietle information on forming t@rd Seed”
issues of concern to the church, these writings provide food lror Migliore writes, “Christiansovie study group, including tipdarch 3: “Prodigal Son” (the

sermons. for adult class discussions. and individual theologf&%rlmot eat and drink at this téor viewing, how to use the studiree lost in LUke)
reflectior; and growth. To read additic’)nal theological reflect g—where all are welcome argliide, ways to spot religious reflarch 10: “Workers in the Vine-

visit presbyterian.ca/theological-reflections none goes hungry or thirsty—aratences and themes in moviegard” and the “Good Samaritan”
; ; continue to condone any form ehd suggestions for talk aboMsit presbyterian.ca/read
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The Rise of Sports
Gambling Advertising

By Katharine Sisk, Justice Ministifiéarketing gambling increasesCongregations and all courts
the chances that more peoptd the church have also been
Since the prohibition on singl@sll gamble and that people whwged to resist applying for and
event sports gambling was ralready gamble will gamble moreceiving funds from government
moved from federal law in 2024, has the effect of normalizifgundations or agencies whose
provincial and territorial govergambling and minimizing or olprimary source of funds are-rev
ments have increasingly allowsduring its harms. Studies shoanues from gambling, as doing so
the practice in their jurisdictionthat greater advertising exposuseparticipating in gambling (A&P
As a result, gambling has inncreases participation, whick003, pp. 368, 43).
creased substantially and so hksads to a greater risk of harm.More generally, the church ad
the risk of harms from gamblingThe rise of online betting hascates for social policies that
Now that single-event sportsompounded the risk, and ratesldress human rights and the in
gambling is permissible in margre rising at an alarming speguaktices of poverty and wealth in
areas, gambling advertising dmong young people in particulaguality, both of which gambling
ing sporting events has drastically2024 study by Greo Evidencentributes to. The church has
risen. A 2024 study by the Unrivénsights (Greo), Mental Health Réso advocated for a guaranteed
sity of Bristol found that 21.6% séarch Canada (MHRC) and thenual income, for improved so
the duration of the live covera@anadian Centre on Substangal supports and for a national
of NBA and NHL games televisdde and Addiction (CCSA) foupdverty reduction strategy.
in Ontario contained gamblingat about one in three young
logos, or references to gamblingdults aged 18 to 29 (32.0%) r&Vhat can you do?
And a 2026 survey, conducted Ipprted gambling online and thitmarketing a risky and peten
Charted Professional Accourgsnong young adults who gantially addictive behaviour during
Canada, reported in the weekkd online, 69.4% met the critegporting events was prohibited, it
preceding the beginning of tlier problem gambling and 23.5&ould make a significant impact
FIFA World Cup that nearly 7ré@ported experiencing a high lewvel lowering the risk of harm from
ten Canadians say they encountéigambling-related harms. Thegambling overall. You can write
gambling and sports betting adumbers are deeply concerningo your federal MP and raise your
vertising in everyday media. concerns. In June, General As
Sporting events heighten em@hat has the church said? sembly adopted a recommenda
tions by their very nature—thRue to the potential for significaitn encouraging that Presbyteri
FIFA World Cup embodies tharm to individual lives, familiess and courts of the church take
excitement such sporting everand communities, the church much a step. Template letters are
have for so many people—armpposed to gambling and letteavailable on the church’s Advo
in such a heightened state, it hies (A&P 1954, pp 262, 41) andacy web page at presbyterian.
been shown that people are mdras encouraged Presbyteriansda/advocacy.
likely to engage in riskier behdvesist the temptation to partici More about the church’s posi
iour. This is why companies-mgpate in government lotteries, atidns and statements on social
keting gambling target sportingdeed, in all other forms of garjustice issues can be found at
events so heavily: it works. bling” (A&P 1990, p. 250, 57). presbyterian.ca/social-action.
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Vacation Bible Camp for Retirees

AT
Pl o

How Three Churches Cresd |
an Adult Spiritual Retreat

By the Rev. Matt Vizzari, signing up for all four sessions
Chedoke Presbyterian Church individually, in the case that th
in Hamilton, Ont. could not make one.

It was also decided that the

For a few years, three Hamiltompuld be no charge to anyol
Ont., churches have been workho wanted to participate. T
ing together to host a week of futhurches worked to financial
day Vacation Bible Camp for cHilnd this and received gene
dren. The collaboration has beeuns support from the Presbyte
working well. Every summer, 6F Hamilton. Lunch and snac
kids come to a church and hearould also be provided to- e
about Jesus and witness how hesurage greater participation. | ¢
light and love is reflected throughThe name of the retreat wg
people. REFRESH (Restoring Enerns=

In a planning meeting one ddaith and Renewal of Every Si
a request filled with longing wageart). The theme was “Stan/jiige
wistfully put forward: “We shouidg on the Rock” with scriptur(y§ R
do something like this for adultsidcus on 1 Samuel 2:3: “There || !
From that, an unexpected idea rock like our God.”
started to take root and blossomDuring the retreats, we ha il =2 L _
in the minds and hearts of tHarge group sessions that i g3 e W—
leadership. Eventually, the quesuded special guest musiciangyith the theme of solid foundations, we invited each team to build up a tower as tall as they could.
tion was asked, “What woulthessages from participating
happen if we created somethimginisters, and singing hymnand young families.
similar foretiredadults?” and camp songs. There were als@isome comments included:

This simple question drew tremall group activities to strengtenjoyed getting to know me
three churches—Chedoke, Tringp the bonds and relationshifers from other churches bette
and Central Presbyterian Churdfetween congregants of the thrdethink the format and varie}
es—together into conversatiachurches. Activities that toosf stations was a good blend |
and collaboration. Leadershiplace included rock painting, caagtivities”; “The meals were-0 ‘qi
both lay and ministerial, startedaking, life story art, tarp vellegtanding.” |
to work together to explore thmall, card games, and milk bagThe most common respong
strengths of each church, the deeaving of bed mats to supponte received was, “When are
sire that existed for something likee unhoused in our city. doing this again?” Based on th
this, and planning what a retreafarticipants of the retreats wecenversations have already be—
would look like. All three churchest just from the three congreggun on holding another retreatparticipants were encouraged to take part in activities to engage in moveme
laid down any feelings of compéons. It was an amazing outreatte fall. as much as they were able.
tition and surrendered completalpportunity as well—many pe
to cooperation. The retreat quicklle invited their friends to co
became a shared ministry, rathier total, 54 people registered
than a single-church program. the program. Of that, half atte

The decision was made ted all four sessions.

run a four-session program overThere was so much positiv ) L L
four weeks. Participants woufdedback from those that partii CENTRAL CHURCH seeking a forward-thinking Minister who

meet every Wednesday startipgted. Many shared how spect  |eads with heart and vision, ready to guide a faithful congregation
at 10:00 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. fat made them feel to be “seen” | . .

four consecutive weeks, startirigeir churches, as most churd INtO its next chapter.
April 15. They had the option pfograms are focused on childr

CONTACT:search@cpcmail.ca
Cambridge, Ontario

During the retreat, we used donated milk bags to create mats for ]
housed in our community. They are waterproof and also keep a lot
out of land lls.
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The group gathered at the “Small Church, Big Impact!” event.

Small Church, Big Impact

By the Rev. Marianne Emig Cafrom the Presbyteries of Lanairky on his experience in smdibw those strengths might K
First Presbyterian Church in & Renfrew, Ottawa and Quebeaturch ministry, Jeff offerethithfully lived out within their ov

Brockville and St. Paul’s for a day of learning, reflectiadghoughtful insights, practicalommunities. The energy in t
Presbyterian Church in and encouragement at the-cowisdom and stories that resenabbom was tangible, as groups e
Caintown, Ont. nectional event, “Small Churcbd deeply with those gatheregaged in hopeful, forward-looki

Big Impact!” His presentation sparked meatonversations grounded in fai

On May 2, the Presbytery ofModerator of the 2025 Generialgful conversation, and a livedyd purpose.
Seaway-Glengarry  welcomeksembly, the Rev. Jeffrey-Muguestion-and-answer  session Throughout the day, there w
40 participants, including peoptay, was the guest speaker. Dragave participants the opporturd genuine sense of connectid
ty to explore both challenges aadd shared calling. The hall Wge Rev, Jeffrey Murray.
possibilities facing small congrédilled with conversation, laughter
gations today. and a spirit of collaboration- Pdul, connected communities can

Following a time of fellowshigicipants left encouraged, inspirédve. Many thanks to St. Mat
over lunch, attendees took pamd equipped with fresh ideas tioew’'s Presbyterian Church in
in a SOAR workshop (Strengtlearry back to their congregationsgleside, Ont., for hosting the
Opportunities, Aspirations,- Re Even in smaller settings, Gadnnectional event, and to the
sults). This interactive sessiatontinues to do big things—an@resbytery Mission Committee
invited congregations to reflect tiis gathering was a powerfédr planning and organizing the
their unique gifts and to considegminder of the impact that faitday’s activities!

Brockville’s Church School Challenge

By the Rev. Marianne Emig Cawof the children, nearly $400 wsx
First Presbyterian Church in  raised. The funds will be used
Brockville and St. Paul’s purchase items selected by t
Presbyterian Church in children from the PWS&D secti
Caintown, Ont. of the PCC’s Gifts of Change ca
logue, helping to provide practi
The children and youth of Firstipport for vulnerable people a
Presbyterian Church in Brockommunities around the world.
ville, Ont., once again showedCongratulations to our wonde
that small hands can make fal church school children for thg
big difference. Throughout Juneeativity, generosity and comm
they created and sold a varietyraent to helping others. Thank y
handmade items, inviting menas well to our dedicated chur
bers of the congregation to makehool leaders for encouragi
donations in support of Presbthe children to put their faith i
terian World Service & Dewvelogction, and to everyone in t
ment (PWS&D). congregation who supported tf=
Thanks to the generosity of tlvhallenge. Together, we are-mi— S

congregation and the enthusiasny a difference! The church school children at First Presbyterian Church in Brockville, Ont.

JDa u 4ae ' Mu Mo 'Mou$'l

'RZQORDG IRU YLVXDO SUHVHQWDWLRQV GXULQJ ZRUVKLS VHUYL
JDWKHULQJV DQG XVH RQ \RXU FRQJUHJDWLRQ V ZHEVLWH D Q

LS
9LVLW SUHVE\WHULDQ FD ZRUVKLS LPDJHV m
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Celebrating
Canada In
Downtown
Ottawa

Information was available @ = & & ‘ B I : E Al
two specific programs and events
that are on Knox’s heart—the (?A W W | t r
of the Cold ministry, in its 31 arl I I e COI I le O ( :an(
season, and the One Roof for All

campaign, started in May 2028y the Rev. Marianne Emig Casprship Team, the Presbytery pfoviding the family with the op
for the church’s leaky roof, a ro&irst Presbyterian Church in  Seaway-Glengarry, Refugees pdrtunity to live in safety, freedom

Presbyterian Church that services many communirockville and St. Paul’s Refugees, St. John's Presbyteriand hope.
S CANADA DAY JUL 12-6PM groups, weddings, rentals ari%lrgsbyterian Church in Church, and _the many vqlunteer?lease continue 'Fo keep Akram,
B VINYL IN THE GARDEN @ Worship. Caintown, Ont. who are helping the Masih famlieen and Jashwa in your prayers
FREE REFRESHMENTS Some monetary donatigns establish a new home. The coras they settle into their new €om

8 | were gathered. More importantihe Akram Masih family arrivg@ssion and commitment of aiunity and begin this exciting
the congregation fostered awargafely in Canada on June 24 ao helped make this happen arew chapter in Canada.

- ness about its mission, playegakistani refugees sponsored

By Grace Pot, Knox Presbyteriazool vinyl music, made positiey the Presbytery of Seawal [
Church in Ottawa, Ont. connections with people, sharé€dlengarry in partnership with t

garden shade and cold lemonaabarity Refugees 4 Refugees.

Despite a heatwave on Canaaad celebrated Canada in dawnPastor Akram Masih, his wi
Day and a sudden storm that awn Ottawa. Ireen Perveen and their son-Ja
most blew the outdoor canop wa John are now beginningang .
over to Parliament Hill, Kng chapter of life in Cornwall, On_ f.
Presbyterian Church in Otta ' where they are being welcom¢ ™

Ont., hosted its second “Vinyl and supported by the Presbytd "¢

the Garden” on July 1 from noq of Seaway-Glengarry and t
to 6 p.m. congregation of St. John’s Pre

Folks visiting from across Ca byterian Church.

ada, families new to the count = i After years of planning, pra
locals and street friends stoppgs e ing, fundraising, paperwork a
in for cold lemonade, a welcony = : waiting, it is a joy to celebra
Freezie, and a chat on their their safe arrival. Sincere tha

HIARF LT
4

G..

BT

| <k S e
PR

-" 4 * J %’Eaﬂm lo éﬁmaa’a

downtown. go to the PWS&D Refugee Spd
This endeavour was the brai

child of Nic van Beek, whose ¢

soul, gospel, disco and Afro - & 9 & 2
was combined with creating < . +

welcoming space in Knox’'s we o O
loved garden. . A i 2 & O 3 . 8
| , n

for curating music—specificall
E* 3;ja‘'TOE‘|p a;j0OVY 8;E:

'TOY «Eja' O% TU "' 2 |ajT> é%U |TeiY
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Learning About United Mission to Ne

By the Rev. Jacqueline ClelandChrist’s ministry to the scripturé
Knox Presbyterian Church we were studying, specifically f
in Sooke, B.C. cusing on Zechariah 5:1-4. H
presentation style was as inno
This spring, we were blessed twe as it was engaging—she &
welcome the Rev. Lora Nafzigéred with a portable, folding p
at Knox Presbyterian Churgéctor that connected directly
in Sooke, B.C. Lora serves &&r phone, allowing her to shg
staff care and counselling adwisuals that brought the context
sor with United Mission to Neplaér work in Nepal to life.
(UMN), a faith-based internationaWWhat she shared was touchi
non-governmental organizaticemd eye-opening on a differg
supported by The Presbyteri¢evel. There was a strong disc
Church in Canada, that strivesdimn about what it means to
help all Nepalis achieve a fuller bfgpported in living a good i
through medical and communibased on the Gospel of John, and .
development programs. She dgagrams of what an unsupportég€ Rev- Lora Nafziger.

unclean person drinks your mik—a deep unity within a diver
the milk of the water buffalo arsity. How will that ecumenism
cow becomes unclean. shape the future when it can feel
So, what does it mean to b those of us in the west that we
unclean? We learned that maase in silos?
people in Nepal have a real undet think it is a wonder and a pow
standing of many of the themes to see how Christ can change
we read about in the books tifings, how God uses good-peo
Exodus, Leviticus and Numbegde to focus mission work on vital
They know what it means fdahings like a good livelihood for
women to have to stay in thall, less domestic and gender vio
cattle barn while menstruatinignce, sustainable agriculture and
When giving out chai, they wile Spirit. As Christians continue
not give the women milk, just their work, discussions about
case they may be on their periodiclean people are changing.
and thus render what they touéteople who get access to autri
“unclean.” tion and funds are changing. The

currently serving as PCC missibtfe looked like and how rootirwly, and there is a belief that yourhis gave rise to deeper amtbnations we give are helping.

staff, thanks to generous gifts to the gospel involves multilayshould only get milk by someomeore nuanced conversations.The mission of the church is
Presbyterians Sharing. This fusdpport. It truly focuses on buildvho is considered “clean,” or yoBuch as, in Nepal there is a bless proclaim the gospel of Jesus
is also supporting Lora as shiag people up as part of the callltecome unclean. Now, if this wasg every day in Hindu, and y€hrist to serve those in need, to

visits PCC congregations acrofdlow Jesus.

referring to pasteurization - pr€hristians in the Western woniebrk for justice and peace, te wit

Canada to talk about her ministryWe learned how cheese is smsses it might have made morarely do that. Can we learn to bess to the power of God’s love in

and mission in Nepal.

difficult to come by in Nepal-Waense to us in our context. Wh@aiore vocal and expressive in aine world.
We were delighted to host Loter buffalos are the most eontaused us to stop and think wdaith?
as our guest teacher. She skillfuthon source of dairy due to tHearning it was a reciprocal-rela In Nepal, Christian organizthe-rev-lora-nafziger to

Visit pccweb.ca/missionblog/
learn

connected her continuation éfindu culture respecting cows @isnship. There is a belief that if Bons are required to work togetimore about Lora and her work.

By the Rev. Jacqueline Clelandywarmth to our congregation.
Knox Presbyterian Church
in Sooke, B.C.

Visual Liturgy with Richard Topping

Christian life. turbulent, rushing currents of the
The afternoon discussions haboke Potholes, its existence rep
three focus points: individual faitsents a resilient, active faith. By
and spiritual formation; our eongoing beneath the water’s surface
munal and congregational focus; find nourishment, this remark
and outward-facing mission arable bird beautifully illustrates the
outreach. Reformed tradition of discovering
To bridge this high-level sehahe extraordinary presence of the
arship with our local commundivine within the ordinary, every
experience, an artist from thaay rhythms of life.
congregation, Christine Emery,The sermon, teaching and
painted a real-time watercoloartwork also pay tribute to the
during the service. Named “Tlspiritual legacy of our late Knox
Holy Spirit in the Living Watersmiember Deborah, who deeply
Sooke,” the painting captures halued academic study and nur

In one of the congregationartistic interpretation of Dr.-Tofured the life of the mind at any
favourite moments, Dr. Toppimang’'s research within our localge. The presence of Dr. Topping,
warmly requested to be intr@ontext.

who has spent decades preparing

On Sunday, May 17, Knox Preduced simply as a grandfather,in a creative nod to Dr. -Tophoughtful and generous Christian
byterian Church in Sooke, B.@s his grandson was present ping’s personal passion for -birdeaders, perfectly mirrored this
was privileged to host the Rev. e pews. Inspired by his-sewatching and photography, tHegacy.

Richard Topping, President antbn topic, the choir presentedaatwork replaces the traditionalThis inspiring day of worship

Vice-Chancellor of the Vancouwgft of music: “Grace Alone.” Ddove with the American Dippeleeply enriched our community.
School of Theology, as our gueBbpping then delivered a pewdthis connects his theology diWe are deeply grateful for Dr. Top
preacher and teacher. A leadiftd morning sermon titled “Prodiectly to the local geography pfng’s leadership, friendship and
scholar, author and respectaghl God,” based on Luke 15, aMancouver Island, standing d@mspiring vision. We look forward
voice throughout the churcliater shared his current researtte unceded traditional territorytof seeing the Holy Spirit more
The Rev. Dr. Richard Topping at Kk TOPPRINg brought both deeturing an engaging afternodhe T'Sou-ke Nation. Just as tpeofoundly in our world moving

Presbyterian Church. academic wisdom and pastoralk on the Holy Spirit and themerican Dipper thrives amid tfmrward.

&: 2025 ANNUAL PENSION STATEMENTS: THE PCC PENSION=PLAN ttesBanresbyterianca

The Pension and Benefits department is excited to announce that the

ATT AgaseUaa ARnawaetle! This is a secure online portal where
you can access your Annual Pension Statement as well as other general pension information, such as the PCC Pension Plan booklet.
%U 1ae 040 O Oed&dPac a4 xPUDAaDdx éPaecPx agaldad au ¢c0@ AT AgaxeUaa AROAY aR@0 =@ O
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By the Rev. Shelly Chandler, ary choir, but he also began a"
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Churdhliected another singing gro
in Orillia, Ont. Higher Ground, in 1997, whig
sang more contemporary piece
On June 21, St. Andrew’s Prealong with directing the bell chdg
byterian Church in Orillia, Onivhich began in 1967. On his pjg
said goodbye to long-time musiwltimate Sunday, he presented _ , _
director and organist Marshallaques to two members why]ars‘hat”_ wnhhfanlmly ﬁnd friends at
Martin, who had served in thisad been with the bell choir since PostWorship funcheon.
role since 1994—more than 3s inception: Margaret Archeescription. He helped with physi
years! He is the congregationgsd Thelma McPherson. Marshedll set-up of rooms for events,
longest serving organist, seralso brought his gifts to the-Oritelped in the kitchen as neces
ing just a few months longdia & Area Seniors’ Centre, whishry, he served at various dinners
than predecessor, J.D. Gorddegan in 2010 with the Rev. [nd teas. He was ordained as an
(1925-1957). Prior to this roleKaren Horst, leading various melder of the church in 1996. And
Marshall was the assistant osical activities weekly. most recently, he has been an
ganist/organ scholar under theln 1998, following a difficulactive member of the 175th An
tutelage of Robert Wight. Hime in the history of the churchjversary Planning Team.
has worked with 18 ministerMarshall wrote a song of bless Marshall has taught many to
throughout his career. ing that he hoped would be-heglay the piano and organ through
Shortly after taking on this roleg to the congregation. “Go Na¥e years, including a young Jeff
Marshall asked for $300,000 @ Peace” includes a Four-foldampbell from 1994-1997. How
restore the Casavant —Letourne@men and marked the first tinoeuld Marshall know that he was
Grande Pipe Organ Opus 08&9,the church’'s 147-year histonyaining his own successor? Jeff
which was installed in 1921. Thhat the congregation broke fromas commissioned to director
congregation rose to the ehainging the Three-fold Amen at music and organist on June
lenge and from 1995-1997, Mathe end of worship. 28. Although the congregation is
shall oversaw the restoration.  Marshall has been an integnaleased to welcome Jeff, Marshall
As the music director, not onipember of the congregatiois well loved and will be greatly
did Marshall direct the sanctgoing above and beyond his jobissed!
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Clerk of Session Robert Ivison with Stella and Reid, members of th
school who created the scene and enjoyed the day’s celebration.

By Jayne Broughton, and friends came together in

Valetta Presbyterian Church  strong show of community spiriEssex-Kent Presbytery, conveyaad then the Rev. Nancy Ca

in Chatham-Kent, Ont. Our interim moderator, the R

Shirley Murdock, organized thery and the General Assemblyful close with a solo performan

Valetta Presbyterian Churcainniversary service.

a long-standing faith commu As the congregation and gued®ev. Lillian Wilton told the storyThe celebration continued wi
nity in the rural farming area afrived, pipers from Branch 64Balloons and Stones,” aftea wonderful reception, featuri
Chatham-Kent and part of tled the Royal Canadian Legiovhich everyone joined in singn abundant cold meal, alo
Essex-Kent Presbytery, celebrRipe Band welcomed them. Thwg, “I've got the Joy, Joy.” Theith delicious cakes and squar
ed its 180th anniversary this pastrvice opened with a movirigev. Chuck Congram deliversdared among members, gue

Alone,” and then the Rev. NanPgace Come From?"—a me{ ! ]
Carle led a joyful singalong of adldge well-suited for our timed™
familiar hymns, accompanied Bjhe Rev. Mike Maroney led t
guest pianist Dr. David Carle. congregation in a “Covenant R

Following the hymn sing, theewal,” followed by the childreg
Rev. Shirley Murdock offered ad the church distributing stongs
warm welcome to the congreginscribed with the word “PEACH
tion and guests as the anniversarylhe congregation also celebr:
service began. The Rev. Gorded the creativity and dedicationf s -
Brown, who is a fifth-generatiddunday school students with thﬁle scene that was

. - placed at the front

member of the Vglettg commpresentgtlon and unveiling of s e church, designed and painted
nity, shared a fascinating histospnal signs they had created. fy members of the Sunday school, to
of the church with the congrédeautifully quilted banner, craftadnounce Valetta PC’'s anniversary
gation. Chatham-Kent Mayas a lasting addition to the sangelebration.
Darrin Canniff brought greetingsary, was also presented and _
and congratulations on behalf d@édicated during the service. s
the municipality and presented &ollowing the dedication-ce
toMif@¥orative plague to clegmony, the Rev. Shirley M
of Session Robert Ivison. Thaock led the congregation in t
Rev. Lisa Aide, moderator of tlsacrament of Holy Communio

@reetings from both the presbiprought the service to a meani

During children’s worship, thef “Peace | Leave with You.”

June as members, neighbourgipe-and-organ duet of “In Chriat sermon titled “Where Doemnd friends. The commemorative banner.
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Walking with Taiwe

tarian government and a diffic
transition to democracy. Its pe
ple also live with the reality t
decisions made elsewhere-co
tinue to press upon their lives.
central concern, then, is whethit= =
Taiwan can continue to shape
own future without coercion. =

During the forum, this eor}
cern became quite vivid. Seve|
delegates described receivi
By the Rev. Jay Liang, Toronto dividual, community, or naticanonymous emails before a
Formosan Presbyterian can claim to be the authority aturing the gathering. Some -me
Church in Toronto, Ont. freedom, particularly for othersages contained false informati

Human freedom is always exeegarding cancelled flights a
In April 2026, church leaders; theised in accountability to God aivel restrictions. Others inte
ologians and ecumenical partneesponsibility toward others. ed to discredit or misreprese
from around the world gathered inAt the same time, divine sothe forum. Messages were als
Changhua, Taiwan, for the Taiwereignty cannot justify dominaent to delegate churches, instig
Ecumenical Forum (TEF), hostioh. God’s reign does not rendéons and even personal contac
by the Presbyterian Church people passive, nor does it permiith some language described
Taiwan (PCT). The theme, “Tlarger powers to determine the finreatening.
Right to Self-Determination amare of others without their mean The forum took time to he:
the Missionary Role of the Churtigful participation. As thosthese accounts, and participa
in the Geopolitical Context of Tereated in the image of God, e#cognized that these were nffe Rey. Jay Liang speaking.
wan,” raised questions about Tgdeople possess dignity, responssolated incidents but part of a
wan’s future, the sovereignty bflity and agency. broader pattern in attempts gather without fear and whose finent to remain present when the
God, and the public witness of theThe Rev. Philip V. Peacock wicteate confusion, undermine trusires may be shaped by others.dignity and agency of a people are
church. ened the discussion through hémd apply pressure. that light, misinformation, irtimplaced under pressure.

On the international stage, Tegflection on Dalit communitiesin response, the Council fafation and the erosion of trust ard~or Presbyterians in Canada,
wan is often seen as a piece a@f Indian heritage. In that conte¥prld Mission and the Worldot incidental but ways coercivaur relationship with the PCT
the global chess game of largself-determination is not prima€ommunion of Reformeg@owers press upon communitiextends beyond our connected
powers. But when a people is rdy about establishing a separaBhurches issued a joint statemertd institutions. history and institutional partner
duced to a geopolitical problemation but about resisting a saffirming the integrity of the TEFThe church must confront sucthip. It calls us to pray, to listen
their voice is often left unheardal order that assigns peopind condemning misleading apatterns wherever they appear, alosely and to resist narratives
Therefore, the forum asked whaxt inferior place and restrictoercive communications. Thaluding within its own life. Chrishat reduce the island to a-geo
it means to recognize the Taiwaheir dignity, opportunities arstatement called on churches tan solidarity with Taiwan cannptlitical issue. It also calls us to
ese people not merely as an oloice. His presentation showedsist intimidation and to stand inean exchanging one nationaémain present in friendship and
ject of international concern btitat self-determination extendslidarity with the PCT and thosen for another. The church®&ith when public attention turns
as principal participants in shapeyond borders, statehood amgthered at the forum. deepest allegiance is not to aelsewhere.
ing their own lives. international recognition. It alsoThe language of empire helggate but to Jesus Christ, whoseTo walk with Taiwan is to refuse

From the outset, the TEF easks whether communities adarify what is at stake. Empireign is marked by justice, mer¢y let its people disappear behind
plored the relationship betweesacognized as participants in thdwes not refer only to political and peace. the language of geopolitics. It is
divine sovereignty and humduature or treated as objects of amilitary domination by state ac For this reason, the TEF didreceive them as neighbours, to
agency. The Rev. Dr. Huang Ragher power’s interests. tors, but it also names pattermaore than affirm a political pristand with them without presum
Ho framed self-determinationFor Taiwan, this concern is nof power that seek to contraiple—it asked what solidarity réng to stand in their place, and to
through the lens of faith. If Gabstract, as its history has beevhose voices are heard, whospiires of the wider church: carefubar witness together to the jus
alone is sovereign, then neo ishaped by colonial rule, authodccounts are believed, who méigtening, humility and a commitice and peace of Christ.
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The gathering for the Taiwan Ecumenical Forum.
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Volunteers at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Coldwater, Ont., pau
for lunch following a successful morning of deep cleaning and maintenanc
The workday brought together members of the congregation to spruce up
church building, demonstrating their shared commitment to care for thei
place of worship and strengthen community fellowship.

The congregation at Bethel Presbyterian Church in Sydney, N.S., held a speual Ascension Day sunrise serwce Members
of the congregatlon gathered at the beach at Mira Gut to enjoy a stunning sunrise and have a short servi{ /5 & IF i |
tion. The service included a reading from Acts 1:1-11, prayers and a short meditation. i

At Christmas, the Ladies Guild at Memorial Presbyterian Church in Sylvan L
Alta., supplied gifts for the parents of children who received support throut
the Christmas Bureau.

At a recent meeting, the Presbytery of Waterloo-Wellington celebrated the over 100-year history of its pre
present phase of their life comes to an end.

A group at Memorial Presbyterian Church in Sylvan Lake, Alta., cooks and se
Christmas dinner on December 25 to anyone who doesn’t have a family to
dinner with. They provide delicious food and joy to the whole community! Ex
gratitude goes out to Lynn and Lorna for sharing their gifts every Christmas C

The elders and Session clerk at{Me
rial Presbyterian Church in Sylva
Lake, Alta., are pictured at the ind
tion of newest elder, Dana Dean.

The Ladies’ Guild of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Dartmouth, N.S., he
spring indoor yard sale to raise funds for the congregation and other outrea
initiatives. The congregation and friends of the congregation donated ma
items for the sale, including a lawn mower and an air conditioner. Approx
On Saturday, April 25, Armour Heights Presbyterian Chumtdtaty 200 people walked through the Church Hall to view the items! Many fr
Toronto, Ont., hosted a Women's Retreat on the theme “Reotethgregation volunteered their time to prepare for, and work during, th
in Stillness.” sale. The Guild was pleased to raise nearly $3,000.
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North Bramalea Presbyterian Church in Brampton, Ont., celebrated Father’'s Day on June 21 with fellowship and hospitality. Following worship, fathers in attendance participated in
cake. Several fathers were in attendance, and a good time was had by all.

The congregation at Memorial Presbyterian Church in Sylvan Lake, Alta., held a special Easter Sunrise Service on the pier at Sylvan Lake. This was an ecumenical service—those of &
welcomed with music, scripture, hot crossed buns and warm drinks.

Members of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Coldwater, Ont., proudly dressed in red and white fo|
ship as they celebrated Canada Day and looked ahead to Team Canada’s upcoming FIFA World Cup
occasion followed the congregation’s popular Christmas Sweater Sunday and Easter Hat/Bonnet Sundgd

re ected both community spirit and the congregation’s enthusiasm for celebrating special occasions togd
Presbyterian fashion, a spread of delicious food followed the service.
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Trafalgar Presbyterian Church in Oakville, Ont., celebrated their choir, musicians and their music director with a
ing of music. Talented music director Sara Joy, along with members of the band and choir, presented this speci
of music with the theme of Unity. They played an assortment of religious and secular pieces, and all those whc
were entertained and delighted. A generous freewill offering was collected in support of Halton Food for Thought
Nutrition Programs).

First Presbyterian Church in Brockville, Ont., again participated with other local churches in the Big Give on Jur
a big rummage giveaway! The Church Hall was lled with clothing, books, toys, household items, sports equipme
much more, and the congregation was delighted to share all that with the community—all completely free. Hun
Members of Trafalgar Presbyterian Church in Oakville, Ont., are invitetbag@lere given away, and countless smiles were received in return! Thank you to the amazing volunteers ant

together once a month for good food, good company and a good chagn¥/gRdycame by. It was a joy to experience the spirit of generosity, connection and community together.
Rolfe (pictured second from the front on the right) organizes this by pick

ing a new place each month and making reservations. Her message
considering attending is, “Please come, as there is always room at th

.II
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At the June 16 presbytery meeting, the Presbytery of Pickering recognized the
Rev. Dr. lan Morrison’s 60th anniversary of ordination. Pictured are @tatsgy Knechtel and Frank Collins provided beautiful, uplifting music on the piano and saxophone and wif

tery moderator Alvin Kim, lan Morrison and Bethany McCaffrey, clerkvoices, on May 3, during Community Presbyterian Church’s anniversary service in Almonte, Ont.
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From July 9 to 12, over 450 Ghanaian youth attended the North American Ghanaian Presbyterian Yo
hosted by the Montreal Ghanaian Presbyterian Church and held at Bishop’s University in Sherbrooke, Qug
or Never,” the conference was lled with lively worship, music, dance and Bible study. Enthusiastically e
in attendance, the highlight of the conference was the keynote address delivered by the Rev. Eric Jeshr
preacher, youth empowerment coach and worshipper who expresses his love for God through his music a
congregation, the Montreal Ghanaian Presbyterian Church and the Rev. Joseph K. Ansa are to be congrat
izing such an amazing conference that touched the lives of so many young people. The Presbyterian Churd
extremely pleased to support this event through the Conference Support Fund, which is made possible th

gifts received through Presbyterians Sharing.

N.S., has been collecting items regularly every Sunday fa
years to support the Christ Church Food Ministry in downto
mouth. Recently, a food drive was held to collect much-neeq
The congregation donated 94 toothpastes, 76 toothbrushes
of cat food, 12 packages of razor blades, 92 bars of soq|

miscellaneous items. Jim and Kathy Kennedy, pictured, co
the drive.

Inspired by Burlington East Community Presbyterian Church’s new
statement, “Sharing and Living Jesus’ Love Every Day,” the congre
Burlington, Ont., is embracing a fresh new look and unveiling a new s
re ects the church’s identity, vision and commitment to the communit

The congregation at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Darfi

tles of shampoo, many rolls of toilet paper, 30 deodorants anp

Congratulations to Quentin
Robinson on his retirement
as clerk of Session after
more than 12 years of faith
ful and dedicated service to
First Presbyterian Church in
Brockville, Ont. Quentin will
continue to serve as an elder
on Session, and the congre
gation is deeply grateful for
his ongoing leadership. Dur
ing worship on June 28, the
Rev. Marianne Emig Carr
presented Quentin with a
card and gift on behalf of
the congregation as a small
token of their appreciation.
Thank you, Quentin, for your
faithfulness and service!
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What a fantastic nal PA Day Camp of the 2025-26 school year! On May 29, campers came to First Presbyterian Church in Brockville, Ont., and enjoyed a wonderful day of games,
learning about kindness in the Church Hall. They also visited the Brockville and Area Food Bank and donated an amazing 66 Ibs of food to support the community. A heartfelt thank
and the congregation, whose support makes the PA Day Camps possible. The next PA Day Camp will be held on October 26.

On June 27, North Bramalea Presbyterian Church in Brampton, Ont., held its annual Spring Craft and Bak©8aiaricha2ili Palm Sunday, the congregation at Lakeview Presbyterian Ch
tion to a variety of freshly baked goods, household items, jewelry, clothing, plants, etc., for sale, the congreyalibnmdeeiBeg, Ont., had a special children’s service to honour the kids wt
excellent support from the community. Thanks to the many volunteers who contributed to another successtut ergregation celebrated its 100th anniversary. Special songs were pla
the Lord’s Prayer was acted out and a psalm was performed, while the scrip
reading used Holy Moly videos. The sermon was an extended children’s ser
while the offering was brought up by the children themselves—all done wi
palm branches and loud hosannas. A joyous, youthful time!
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The Prayer Partners group at North Bramalea Presbyterian Church (NBPC) in Brampton, Ont., celebrg
anniversary on July 12, by participating in the worship service and offering hospitality afterwards. This mi
of nine participants, though not everyone was available at the time the photo was taken.
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Knox Presbyterian Church in Conn, Ont., celebrated its 160th annive
June 28. Interim Moderator the Rev. Peter Bush was the guest spe
reminded the congregation that Knox Conn is older than Canada. He
stones in Joshua 4 to relate to the bricks of the church and to bear w|
God’s presence through time. Special music was provided by the Keg g
who have been with the church for several generations, and the churd?
As part of the celebration, two heritage plaques were dedicated. O
belongs to the Mount Forest Museum and Archives project and focug
architectural features of the building. It will be placed on the outside w;
second plaque focuses on the heritage of the congregation and will K
inside the church. Knox Conn is trusting God and is ready to take thq
moving forward. Pictured (left to right) are MP John Nater, mayor of
ton Andy Lennox, Clerk of Session Penny Renken and MPP Matthew

An opportunity presented itself fq
members of Trafalgar Presbyteria
Church in Oakville, Ont., to join wit
Kerr Street Mission (KSM) to ser
the communlty by providing mea
for those in need. The congregati
formed a group who felt called f
cook, serve a meal in cafeteria-st
and clean up afterwards in theco
mercial kitchen at KSM. The gro
plans to provide four meals a yed
They shop, prepare, cook and sefve — St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church in Caintown, Ont., welcomed clergy and representative elders of the Pres
60 meals as part of this outreach. Gratitude goes out to coordinatoS&rataty-Glengarry for the June presbytery meeting. The day began with a worship service led by St. Paul’
Swanson (pictured in the chef hat) for bringing this mission to the chilreiRev. Marianne Emig Carr, with the Caintown Choir providing special music that enriched the service. F
attention. The rst KSM community dinner team was made up of Gramptségp, the congregation warmly welcomed guests with refreshments before serving a delicious lunche
Linda, Carolyn, Neil, Donna-Michelle, Chris, Comfort and Doreen. pMeshgtery expressed its appreciation for the generous hospitality shown by the congregation throughout
from the photo are Karen and Tina, who did all the shopping. Pictured above are some church members who hosted the meeting.
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Participants from the congregations of St. Andrew’s and St. David’s Presbyterian Churches in St. John’s, N.L., came together for an intergenerational walk through Holy Week re-en
on Palm Sunday 2026. The popular re-enactment of the events of Holy Week by members of the congregation of St. Andrew’s has been an annual event for some time.

e
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Presbyterians for
LGBTQI+ EQUALITY,
:} }:ﬂ ' DIGNITY and JUSTICE

On Sunday June 28, Presbyterians from across Ontario, along with members from Armour Heights Presbyterian Church, joined together to celebrate Presbyterian pride at the To
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On May 31, St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Orillia, Ont., celebrated their 175th anniversary. Pictured here are Judi Fairwell and Cliff Whit eld along with the Rev. Shelly Chat
are the ministers who attended the anniversary service: the Rev. Dr. Rick Horst, the Rev. Dr. Karen Horst (2010-2019), the Rev. Shelly Chandler (2022—present), the Rev. Dr. Ri
preacher) and the Rev. Cameron Bigelow (1993PAG98)CREDIT: NADEEN MORANO PHOTOGRAPHY

[ 3 - |

During the General Assembly of The Presbyterian Church in Canada in June, many in attendance visited the
2026 display to learn more about the program and show their support for the youth, young adults and leade
will be in attendance this summer. The laughter heard when someone was donning the in atable amingo let ev
know just how much fun was going to be had on August 12-15.
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Briarwood Presbyterian Church in Beacons eld, Que., is pleased to announce the induction of its new oy ST e ; <
Rev. Geoffrey Bah, on April 19. Geoffrey and his wife, Mercy, have come to Canada from Cameroon. Pi -3 2 _00{11 Rt
gathering of the Presbytery of Montreal and ecumenical partners. A dinner for 60 was served and much § ; ‘Iﬁ ML ———
~1 o FIrits-

b N . ‘ Fas .-.. '.

On Sunday, April 26, the Heather Club of First Presbyterian Church in Bre
don, Man., celebrated their 100th birthday by serving cake after the service. "
Heather Club has consistently played an active and vital role in the fellowsl

and nurturing of the church since 1926. They have funded many projects. T
women meet once a month, have devotions, conduct business and enjoy a

From May 11 to 14, members of the Women’s Missionary Society (WMS) from across Canada met fopfdgsindesnipens also make visits to church members and send cards and ov
fellowship and learning at the Queen of Apostles Renewal Centre in Mississauga, Ont. The theme wa®nEheaDalyrithgccasions.

of Hope,” based on Isiah 43:18-19. With opening worship by the Rev. Dora Arce Valentin (from Cuba) and the Rev.
Dr. Dorcas Gordon, guest presentations followed on the Living Waters for the World project in Cuba, C
and community, and on Israel-Palestine. The group participated in a drumming circle, learned about t
tercultural work, had a presentation on the recent Nepal mission trip, and tried their hand at making ¢
faux stained-glass coaster. On the last night, they gathered for music, games and snacks. The week co
installation of new of cers. It was a special time for everyone who had a chance to reconnect with old f
make new friends from British Columbia to Quebec.

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Coldwater, Ont., welcomed two new I
bers during their service on June 21. Pictured are Patrick Voo, lead commu
cator; Gail Haverson and Janice Palmer, new members; Aubrey Hawton,
The Rev. Dr. David Clark, minister at New St. James Presbyterian Church in London, Ont., is pictured hese Sédsiwaragd sacrament elder; and Janet Johnstone, sacrapesitaelder.
of the church in their Easter bonnets. CREDIT: DAVE HOSSACK

VIEW HIGHLIGHTS, MEETING MINUTES AND PHOTOS FROM THE 2026
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN CANADA

PRESBYTERIAN.CA/GA2026
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O Your Soviour - iV Jesus Chist

5 L and Lerd, ang j
Oy Spirit as Your inspiration and ::ur:;mi

On Friday, May 15, at Sedgewick Memorial Presbyterian Church in Tatal
gouche, N.S., the congregation celebrated the 90th birthday of Ken Beck.
also celebrated his service as organist for 60 years, retiring just last year. |
Trinity Presbyterian Church in Hamilton, Ont., is proud to share that ve people were ordained as new elddigen Senedase the Rev. Mark McLennan, Ken Beck and Mary Hunter, cler
June 14. The congregation is so pleased to have these dedicated people join the Session. Session.

It was a sundae Sunday at Trafalgar Presbyterian Church in Oakville, ;o :

June 7. The congregation was invited for fellowship and ice cream treags iP&s Presbyterian Church in Wiarton, Ont., has a 1906 Breckels & Matthews pipe organ (still in its original c
diately after worship. The special service included ordaining the new giigtlRe been recognized as an organ of historic signi cance by the Royal Canadian College of Organists and
elders that had been elected on May 24. What a great way to celebratgjio@eidirSociety in the U.S. This organ has been in regular use at services since it was installed. The Grey Br
Sandra, Chris and Ellen are pictured here joyfully making the cones. of the RCCO has honoured it as their 2026 Organ of the Year.
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On May 2, ARISE Ministry hosted a gala ¢
mour Heights Presbyterian Church in Torol
Ont., featuring guest speaker Angel Power
Mayor of Oshawa Dan Carter. ARISE Mir| -
is a mission of the Presbytery of East Tor
: and is supported by The Presbyterian Churq
A wide variety of outreach and mission activities have recently takeéhaprada. ARISE was founded in 2013 by th
at Leaside Presbyterian Church in Toronto, Ont. Events included Rely&tanbury to help women in the sex traq
Cup Watch Party; the Rev. Paul Kang and Sylvia McLean participatifeclaithéheir lives through hope, love and j{
Toronto Pride Parade; a lunch and learn with Palestinian Christian| Mieac6lver the past decade, ARISE has grow
Bassem Thabet; the rst-ever Learn to Play Mahjong event; and celeivied to serve even more individuals invd,
donations of casseroles for Evangel Hall Mission. in the sex trade.
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Listening and Learning in South Af

By the Rev. Joan Masterton

We asked ourselves, “What is
the meaning of ‘mission’?” from
the context of European churches
that came to South Africa and im
posed Christianity on those who
dwelt there first. That question
remains valid for us today. What
does it mean to be a disciple of
Jesus today in the 21st century?

In spite of the challenges facing

“Listen and learn...” Late lag
year, Presbyterians were invit
to listen and learn about ti
South African experience of tru
reconciliation and healing. Hg
would it compare to the Canadi
experience? The invitation to v
South Africa in such a conte®
was welcomed by 12 of us, a the people of South Africa, there
on March 18, we gathered at are voices and places and move
ronto Pearson Airport to begin the PCC trip participants to South Africa and some professors of the theological department at StellenbodBe Usvefsitppe and peace. Hope
journey. Our shepherd was Grace is a discipline, we learned; not
McCreary from the Life and-Migg apartheid. We worshipped widbm and justice were imprisonedAmid all of these listening areh emotion. We were privileged
sion Agency, and our guide wasngregants at Rondebosch-Urand compelled to submit to haldarning opportunities, we wete hear how churches today are
the Rev. Dr. Bob Faris. We weresth Church, who shared their penanual labour for many yearalso blessed with opportunitiesriving to provide healing and joy,
good hands! Within a few dayspectives on South Africa’s TruBnly after the tour did Phumolatm “taste and see” South Africaand they are joined in their efforts
we were bonded as friends amohd Reconciliation Commissioimform us that he had also beeulture, food, wine and animalby supporters from all over the
fellow explorers. many felt that although the -he@&mprisoned there, to the significatMe also dipped our toes into tinorld. We witnessed and were
A little background: Apartheiohgs were a step in the right diredetriment of both his physical amcl cold waters on the westelinspired by the courage and exu
institutionalized racial segregtion, there has been little accountental well-being. The Rev. Reside of the country, and the mudtterance of life among young peo
tion, was imposed in South A&bility following the CommissionAugust guided us through the Degarmer water on the eastern sig®e in their cultural expressions of
rica in 1948, following a history We listened to individuals whoond and Leah Tutu Museum awe enjoyed delicious meals, haihging, dancing and drumming.
of colonization and slavery begshared with us their personal livedoke of the powerful influendets of time for shopping in lo As well, we remain with won
in the 1650s with the arrival @xperience of apartheid. Elwin, Archbishop Tutu (“The Arch,” tal markets, and watched youmigrful memories of the vibrant
the Dutch and later the Britisindigenous Khoi man, describéds friends) had on upholding bgbeople singing and dancing in teersity of life in South Africa:
The people were separated anow his own tribal history hadhcial and gender equality. parks. human, faunal and floral. We will
ranked in every possible wdyeen kept from him most of hisWe also spent time with, andPerhaps of greatest value to tsmember the camaraderie of our
by their ethnicity: Black, Whitéfe; now, he has returned to histened to, those who are workiag participants on this trip was ogroup, the fun of Quiddler, the sea
Coloured, Indigenous. Apartherdditional homelands and encotwday to bring about healing agdthering every evening to shaeapes as well as the landscapes,
ended in the 1990s following imges others to make the effort teconciliation. Volmoed is a reur thoughts and perspectives tme beautiful Southern Cross con
ternational pressure, the releadiscover their own roots. Sistéreat centre that offers hospitalityhat we had experienced. Evesgellation in the night skies, the
of Nelson Mandela from prisoBusan recalled her experienceti@nquility, twice-weekly worshigne had a chance to speak, aR&v. Bob Faris’s passionate love
and approval from white votersleing evicted from District 6 and fabulous meals. Volmoed tisen we would open into eonfor the people of South Africa, the
a national referendum. a child. She and her family ardso home to Dr. John de Gruchgents and questions. We listenpdace of the worship space at Vol
Who did we “listen” to duringundreds of others were forcibdy theologian known for his wotk, and learned from, each otheroed, and meeting Dr. de Gruchy,
our visit? We were privileged temoved from their homes sa resisting apartheid, primarifpgether, we pondered the famthong many other impressions.
hear from faith leaders (Unitetthat white neighbourhoods couldrough the